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Editor's 
Note

More specifically, we hoped to dream, create and reach for existing 
practices of decolonial abolition across diverse and intergenerational 
communities in the city. The workshop series created by Roots & 
Wings entitled, “Where life matters, life matters,” included three 
workshops facilitated by our group (Abolitionist Dream Mappers). 
This zine is a product of those workshops. 

  

INTRO
The Abolitionist Dream Mapping project, 

in partnership with Roots & Wings 
Kingston, aimed to build an online 

resource for abolitionist dream mapping 
that engaged both academic and non-

academic communities in 
Katarokwi/Kingston area and beyond.

This zine holds a map of our shared efforts, ideas, curiosities, and 
dreams about how we might collectively imagine better futures. We 
experimented, played, and explored themes of community, 
vulnerability, conflict, care, freedom, and justice. We used art, poetry, 
and stories as guides to reflect on abolition. We learned that 
abolition is an everyday practice and a commitment to imagining a 
world where every life is precious.
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 Muna Dahir, Renée Whittaker & Beverly 
Osazuwa (Abolitionist Dream Mappers)

With each workshop, meeting, and conversation, we learned more 
about ourselves and each other, and what it means to create and 
nurture a space for collective learning and dreaming—especially in 

a digital era. As editors, putting this zine together has been a 
labour of love. This shared project has truly moved us both 
individually and collectively—turning us toward a practice of 

liberation that centers and celebrates the voices of our young 
people. This project is an attempt at sharing our freedom dreams 
and getting as close as we can to honouring this commitment.



Roots and Wings is a grassroots 
community organization that is 

designed to empower and make space 
for Black, Indigenous, trans*, Two-

spirit, and gender non-conforming 
youth in Kingston. Youth are 

encouraged to explore their diverse 
identities and are provided with 

learning opportunities about social 
justice issues in a fun, engaging, and 

age-appropriate way. They are 
encouraged to teach and share their 

unique skills with each other, as well as 
the larger community through action 

on social justice issues. 
 
 

source: R&W 
workshop on 
community 
and 
accountable 
spaces 2020.

Roots & 
Wings 

Kingston

A special thanks to everyone, 
including our youngest 

comrades, at Roots & Wings!3

https://www.facebook.com/rootsandwingsktown/




Thinking About Care

CARE

CARE; a simple word that can make a 
big impact. What does it mean to care? 

  In the pursuit of an abolitionist future, 
our work is grounded in the idea of 

collective care. To care means to love, 
protect, nurture, and consider the 

needs of others and ourselves.  
  

 When we care, we consider others’ 
experiences, watch carefully, listen 

closely, and communicate clearly. We 
share this care with others because we 
all desire to feel loved and supported.  

  
 Through this principle, we build 

community. Through care, we know 
that our lives matter. When we dare to 

care, we can transform the world 
through our radical acts of love, trust, 

and solidarity.
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I listen. I see. I 
Identify. I give. 
I receive. I act. 
I love. I care. I 
listen. I see. I 
Identify. I give. 
I receive. I act. 
I love. I care. I 
listen. I see. I 
Identify. I give. 
I receive. I act. 
I love. I care. 



Where Life 
Matters,

"Where life is precious, life is 
precious" is a guiding principle. for 
this project. Through her words and 
action, Ruth Wilson Gilmore has 
carved a path for us to imagine how 
we might take up the difficult work 
of caring for each other, even in the 
harshest of conditions. How can we 
work together to make sure each 
and every life matters?

Where life is precious, 
life is precious. 

- Ruth Wilson Gilmore

Life Matters.
Kushner, Rachel. "Is Prison Necessary? 
Ruth Wilson Gilmore Might Change 
Your Mind" (2019)

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/17/magazine/prison-abolition-ruth-wilson-gilmore.html#:~:text=%E2%80%9CWhat%20this%20policy%20tells%20me,toward%20people%20who%20hurt%20people.


We asked the troupes to imagine how we know 
when a life matters? What does it look like 
when a life is made important?

 we watch closely to 
see what people need, 
and try to fill the 

gaps

 
We recognize 

someone is hurt, and 
we care for them.

 Like presents; we put 
thought into who 

people are when we give 
presents.

 
Treating 

everyone well.
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Gumbs. Alexis Pauline. 2008. “Freedom Seeds: 
Growing Abolition in Durham, North Carolina” in 
Abolition now! Ten years of strategy and 
struggle against the prison industrial complex 
(ed. CR10 Publications Collective). Oakland, CA: 
AK Press, 2008. 

"What if abo l i t ion isn 't a shatter ing th ing , 
not a crash ing th ing , not a wreck ing ba l l  
event? What if abo l i t ion is someth ing that 
sprouts out of the wet p laces 
in our eyes ,  
the broken  
p laces in our sk in ,  
the wa it ing p laces 
in our pa lms , 
the tremb le ho ld ing  
in my mouth 
when I turn to you?"

GROW

https://www.alexispauline.com/


"What
if

abolition
is

something
that

GROWS?"
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Growing Abolition
We imagined the leaves, flowers, and fruits of our trees 
as representing all the ways we can provide for one 
another. Leaves provide people, plants, and animals 
with clean air, flowers offer our seeds for the next 
generation, and fruits give others nourishment!  
  
We imagined the trunk of  
 our tree as the strong  
 support system that  
 keeps us standing tall. 
 
 
 We imagined the roots  
of a tree as a network! The  
roots represent all of our  
tangled and overlapping  
 connections, histories, and  
 relationships.

In our entire ecosystem, we rely on every single tree. Our ecosystem 
relies on our connections, mutual support, and nourishment. 

In our first workshop, we imagined ourselves as trees!

Illustration by:  
Nurah Muhammed



A forest is just one example of 
a sustainable ecosystem. All 
living things work together to 
redistribute nutrients to one 
another so that the entire 
ecosystem can thrive. What if 
we listened to the forest? 
What lessons can we learn 
about working together to 
make sure every part of our 
ecosystem has what it needs 
to survive and grow?
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Art by R&W 
 troupes
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It is the moment before the light hits the 
wind. 
Vibrating in time with the moon. 
A new me, you and I have never known. 
Docile bodies, spaces outgrown.  
 
Grounded within  
Past lives,  
you and your Wiccan kin  
Tell me who marks your cheeks with 
crimson  
You are the earth,  
and in the sky more than the sunflower 
moon.  
Our evolution, is the fire crackling and 
aqua to douse the flame.  
 
As the abject of time and space  
It is teardrops and pollen eyes,  
dew and the smell of yellow crimson. 
It is neutrality and love  
It is the between. 
 
 

To Fil l Spaces 
Within

- Kemi King



Photos by 
Kemi King
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"Children do not only 
have an innate hope; 
they are hope...They 
carry their hope with 
them to a future we 
can't see..."

Mumia Abu-Jamal, Cornel West, and 
Julia Wright, Death Blossoms: 
Reflections from a Prisoner of 
Conscience (San Francisco, CA: City 
Lights Books, 2020).

How do YOU practice hope?

HOPE

17

https://www.freemumia.com/who-is-mumia-abu-jamal/


Hope is an important part of dreaming. It 
is something we can hold onto when we 

are scared, confused, or unsure.  
 
 

"Hope is a 
discipline." 
- Mariame Kaba

Although hope can sometimes feel impossible to 
reach for, we don't always have to carry that 
burden alone. It is something we should nurture 
and carry together. 
 

 If we believe that better futures are 
possible, who says we can't create 

them together?

 Hope can be a desire to make things happen. 
Ultimately It helps us imagine, create and 

realize our dreams. 

https://project-nia.org/


The Rose That Grew From Concrete 

Did you hear about the rose that grew 
from a crack in the concrete? 
Proving nature's law is wrong it 
learned to walk without having feet. 
Funny it seems, but by keeping its 
dreams, 
it learned to breathe fresh air. 
Long live the rose that grew from 
concrete 
when no one else ever cared. 

- Tupac Shakur
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We asked the Troupes to reflect 
on Tupac's poem and share their 

thoughts: 

SURVIVING
Th r i v i n g&

The poem seems both sad 
and hopeful.. Despite 

nature, despite 
impossibility, growth of the 
rose still happening. There’s 
hope in the fact that it's 

happening.

The poem feels sad. The 
rose is just surviving, 
and it was doing it 

really hard. It’s going 
through hard times.

Normally roses grow in gardens, in a 
place where others are too. The 

experience of this rose is different from 
all the other roses in a garden.

I imagine the rose 
bent over and sad. If 
people cared about it 

would be bigger, 
growing.

The rose is growing 
out of the concrete, 
against social norms 

and obstacles.



SURVIVING
Th r i v i n g&

Modelled after Tupac Shakur’s 
poem, “The Rose that Grew from 

Concrete," troupes and troupe 
leaders discussed the meaning of 
‘thriving’ and ‘surviving’. We asked 
each other what it meant for a rose 
to bloom through concrete, and for 

life to emerge in the face of 
impossible conditions.  

 
 The troupes talked about how the 
poem made them feel. Feelings of 

both sadness and hope emerged in 
our discussion of Shakur’s words. 

We eventually arrived at a definition 
of thriving as "a state beyond 

merely surviving".  
  

 Thriving means growing.  
  

 Thriving means being in a good 
place.  21



Our 
Word 

flowers

WE ASKED THE 
TROUPES TO SHARE 

WORDS ABOUT 
SURVIVING, THRIVING, 

& COMMUNITY 
 



"IT IS  
 OUR 

DREAMS 
THAT 
POINT 

THE WAY 
TO 

FREEDOM."  
 - AUDRE 

LORDE  
"Poetry is not a 
luxury." (1977)

DREAM
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DREAMING 
ABOLITION



WHY IS DREAMING 
IMPORTANT? 

Dreams do not only happen when we 
sleep. We dream while we're awake! 
Dreams can sometimes feel personal and 
private. They live inside our minds and our 
hearts. Dreams are where our hopes and 
wishes meet with the limitlessness of our 
imaginations. Dreams are where we can 
feel our most creative. We need that 
creativity to help us make a change.  
 
Our dreams are important because they 
help us imagine our futures, comb 
through our pasts, and make sense of our 
present realities, together. Here we asked 
troupes to use our tools for collective 
dreaming and discuss the power and 
importance of imagination. 
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In our final workshop, we reimagined 
the story of "The Giving Tree".  
  
Together, we retold the story in our 
own words and struggled with the 
tensions that arose between our 
dreams and reality.

RE IMAG IN ING THE 
G IV ING TREE 

In Shel Silverstein's story, the giving tree provided joy, 
entertainment, and shade for the young boy. Eventually, 
as the boy grew older, he asked the giving tree for more 
and more until the tree became nothing more than a 
stump. In the original story, the tree seemed happy to 
provide for the boy, but we wondered what might have 
happened if the boy gave back to the giving tree?  

In our story, the boy introduced his community to the 
special giving tree. We imagined that this community 
would tend to the giving tree and take care of it. 
Together they would celebrate the tree and make it a 
popular place for future generations to spend time in 
nature. Instead of taking from the tree and abandoning 
it, we discussed ways of returning its special gift.



"Rest."

"Liberation 
for all."

"Play." 

"Enough food for 
everyone in the 

world."

"I want to be a young 
writer."

"Dignity. I want dignity for all, 
And ‘'people like you’'. Everyone 
should have people like [them] 
who are there to love them and 
help them change in the best of 

ways."

"I want to write a book as 
awesome as ‘"The Hate You Give’" 
for 13-year olds because they 
can really [make a] change. "

Our Dreams for 
the Future.
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If you could give your 
future self one thing, 

what would it be?

"food."

"lip gloss."
"More hours in the day."

"I don't know."

"[It] would probably be a book because books 
represent the moment I’m often in. I choose different 
things for how I’m feeling at one area of time. "Olivia" 
by Dorothy Strachey has amazing writing and I want 
to be a writer...I want to remind myself of amazing 

writing."

"feeling good."
"feeling good."

"I don't know but 
feeling good."



Activity

what do these words mean 
to you?
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Dream Journal
Use this space to draw and/or write about your dreams for the future.



About the Abolitionist Dream 
Mappers
The Abolitionist Dream Mappers is a wider collective of both academic and 
non-academic researchers affiliated with Queen’s University, researching 
decolonial abolitionist methods in order to analyze violent structures like 
prisons and build concrete alternatives to a world that criminalizes and 
abandons people.  
 
By mapping networks of mutual care and collective practices of liberation, at 
a time where more and more people are rethinking and challenging current 
racist and colonial institutions, we remain committed to imagining beyond 
the limits of carceral relations. Our Abolitionist Dream Maps seek to highlight 
openings for how to imagine beyond prisons and towards abolitionist 
futures. We also hope that by centering acts of collective care, health, 
connection, and joy, we can share in the overlapping efforts of Indigenous 
resurgence and Black liberation. 
 
Through partnerships with Modern Fuel and local community organizations 
in Kingston, ADM aims to highlight collaborations between cultural 
practitioners, abolitionist organizers, academics, and members of our 
communities. We hope to contribute to these efforts through ongoing 
critical discussions, knowledge-sharing, storytelling and other creative 
practices, collective care, and action. 
 

Workshop outlines discussed in this zine and other resources will be included on the 
Abolitionist Dream Mappers website: abolitiondreaming.com. 
 

https://abolitiondreaming.com/


Thank you to everyone 
who made this zine 
possible. We want to 

send a special thanks to 
our ADM comrades and 

our friends at Roots & 
Wings for your care, 

thoughtful insights, and 
offerings.  
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